
 

Bouncing Back from Failure 

This past weekend Pastor Ken finished the series about forging ahead in faith and living a life of 
adventure called Water Walking. During this series we invited you to go through these points 
with someone at work, your family, or to find a place to do it alone or with a friend. We hope 
that you have had a chance to grow and do life together during this series. 

                 Lord, if it’s You, tell me to come to you on the water. Matthew 14:28 

1. When Jesus says to move it is time to move. After Jesus invited Peter out onto the water, 
despite the conditions he could see, Peter took a leap of faith. But then because of  fear, 
Peter began to sink. When we start to sink, we have a Savior who will not let us drown. 
(read Matthew 14:29-31).  

2. The one thing that we all have in common is failure. There are those who are paralyzed by their 
failure, discouragement crushes their spirit, they hide in defeat and resolve to never get out of 
the boat again. Then there are those who are energized by their failure to learn and grow from 
their mistakes and not be defeated. They see failure as a steppingstone instead of a stumbling 
block (read Proverbs 24:16). 

3. Have you experienced failure recently? Maybe it is a setback at school, or in your career, it 
could be in your finances or marriage, whatever it might be you can bounce back from it. 
Learning to manage our failure is a key to living a life of adventure instead of sinking to the 
bottom of the sea. 

4. If you are ready to bounce back? Here are two ways to manage your failures:  
• Cry out to Jesus like peter did (read Psalm 34:17). When everyone else walks out on 

you, Jesus is there to see you thru your difficult times.  
• Use failure as a teacher – learn and grow through them. 
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